Hello all

The Conservation Committee wil/ conti nuée&outace meet

welcome to attend a meeting whenever you are able to.

1. Meetings:

In the New Year the committee will meet at a new time in the morning rather than the afternoon.
In 2008 the meetings will be February to December, the first Monday of each month. The
committee does not meet in the months of July and August.

The meetings will take place in the EECO Centre at 10:00 a.m. to about 11:30 a.m.

The next meeting is on Monday, February 4, 10:00 a.m.

2. Update on managing wildlife on golf courses: Bird conservation

17 volunteers attended the birding session on November 29" at the golf course.

17 species for a total of 135 birds were counted in one hour. These included the bufflehead,
mallards, pygmy nuthatches, song sparrow, California quail, black capped chickadees, dark-eyed
juncos, brown creepers, magpies, immature bald eagle, red tail hawk, ring-necked duck, mountain
chickadee, house finches, northern flicker, crow and a swan (pinioned).
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Press coverage by J. P. Squire on Septemiddn e)GofiGaltf oda

program.

Press coverage on November 30 in the Courier fAgolf

November 29" bird count on the golf course. This article will be posted on the CONC website
www.conc.silk.net

The Christmas Bird Count is on Saturday, December 15. If you would like to join the group,
contact Chris Charlesworth at ¢ _charlesworth23@hotmail.com

3. The CONC botanist group will view the natural areas on the golf course in the spring, and
inventory the wildflowers and other plants throughout each season.

4. Wetland survey update:

The city of Kelowna held an open house on August 27" to ensure that all known wetlands were
accurately outlined in the current City mapping system.

80 known wetlands were identified and designated in the OCP in 1998.

It is estimated that over 50 wetlands still need to be investigated and identified for future
designation. Todd Cashin recently flew over Kelowna recording wetlands that are difficult to see
from the ground.

In July the City awarded the Wetland Habitat Inventory and Mapping Project to Ecoscape
Environmental Consultants Ltd. to complete the project by December 1, 2007.

The Consultants will present the outcome of the study at the 5" annual Status of Central
Okanagan Watersheds session on Friday, February 1°', 2008.

5. Blair Pond Wetland i Granger Road parcel (see attachments)

A new topic introduced by Roland Gebauer involves two city owned parcels of land (#23 and #24)
to the south of Blair Pond.

A parcel to the east is also owned by the City and is zoned both Al and P3, the future land use is
park, multiple-unit residential (low density) and single family two residential. Alice will contact the
City of Kelowna planning department to discuss the status and history of the property and
ascertain the long term plans for the parcels of land.

6. Proposed CONC Trails Committee

Coul


http://www.conc.silk.net/
mailto:c_charlesworth23@hotmail.com

There is immense interest in building, maintaining and hiking the trails in the Okanagan.
Especially trails and corridors that connect communities.

Examples of local trails that currently need maintenance - the Okanagan Highlands Trail, intended
as anorth southtrailon both sides of Okanagan Lake in the | ate 8¢
the KLO trail in east Kelowna.

A new steering committee in the B.C. Ministry of Tourism, Sport and the Arts (MOTSA) has been
established under trails manager, John Hawkings, with representatives from 7 user groups and 8
government reps. Some topics which will be dealt with at this committee include: value of
recreation trails, liability for volunteer groups, motorized use on trails, establishing more
community involvement etc.

B.C. is the only province that does not legislate funding for trails T MOTSA is a framework for
funding. Once a background report is completed and trail concerns are documented by this new
committee, there will be an opportunity for public input.

RECOMMENDATION: iThe Conservation Committee recommends that
Committee to foster interest in trails in natural or semi-wilderness settings in the Central

Okanagano.

The new CONC trails committee will be formed if there is enough interest from volunteers to set it
up.

If you have any questions please contact me.

Thanks, Alice






