Saskatoon, Amelanchier alnifolia
This drawing by A.C. Budd (1889-1960) is from
Wild Plants of the Canadian Prairies published in
1964. Won't be long before the Saskatoons are in
bloom and the ticks arrive.

for consideration at this special meeting held
after the meal at our annual banquet.

The resolution is:

To retain all of legal parcels #23 and
#24 on the southern tip of Glenmore
Highlands, owned by the City of Kelowna,
as Natural Open Space public park land, in
line with the goals entrenched in Kelowna’s
Official Community Plan (OCP) and the
Glenmore / Clifton / Dilworth (G / C / D)
Sector Plan.

it was moved by Don Guild, seconded by
Margaret Bryan, that the resolution be
adopted as presented; the motion was
carried. (A quorum of over 30 members was
present at the vote.)

The meeting was adjourned about 8:00 pm.



CENTRAL OKANAGAN NATURALISTS CLUB CONC.SILK.NET
P.O. Box 21128, Orchard Park P.O., Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 9N8

EXECUTIVE: Past-Pres: Bob Fulton 707-0793
President: Don Guild 768-3334 Secretary:

Vice-Pres: Fiona Flook 860-9751 Treasurer: Bob Fulton 707-0793
Directors:

1-Doreen Wierenga 765-7410 2-Peg Emigh  861-3694 3-Donald Flook 860-9751
4-Lesley Robertson 763-5698 5-Rick Gee 763-0124 6-Peter Green 765-1737
7-

Directors' numbers refer to the Club activities for which they have liaison responsibility.

NEWSLETTER?: Editor: Kitty Green 765-1737  Mailing: Norma Coburn 763-4499 Email: Emile Brokx 768-0870
Deadline date for submissions is the 14th day of each month. Drop off at Second Tyme Around (front desk), corner of
Spall and Springfield or Mail to: Kitty Green, 1508 Lund Rd., Kelowna, B.C. V1P 1L1

MEMBERSHIP: Bill & Peg Emigh 861-3694 Badges: same
ANNUAL DUES: single $30, family $42, including Newsletter (except July & August)
Send your name, address, telephone number, email address, waiver form and dues to:
CONC Membership, Box 21128, Orchard Park P.O., Kelo wna, B.C., V1Y 9N8

Honorary Life Members: Brenda Thomson (2005), Harry Almond (2005)

REGULAR ACTIVITIES:
All activities are seasonal. If in doubt, check with the contact person
if you cannot reach the contact person, phone any of the executive.

MONTHLY MEETINGS: Held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, September to June, at 7 p.m.
in the Evangel Church, 3261 Gordon Dr., Kelowna.  New members are welcome. Bring your own coffee mug.

Hosts °: Bev Thomas 762-7610, Shirley Fitzpatrick 860-1576

Librarians °: Milita Wells 762-9004 & Sherrell Davidson 491-8146

Programme Co-ordinator °: Fiona Flook 860-9751
BIRDING*: Howard Braun 768-4339 & Gwynneth Wilson 762-6876

Thurs. birding trips meet 8 am (Apr-Sep) or 9 am (Oct-Mar) at St. Charles Garnier Church, 3645 Benvoulin Rd.
BOTANY®: Peter Green 765-1737

Friday Botany trips: Meet 9:15 am (departure 9:30 am) at Parkinson* (Bring a lunch)

HIKES®: (Bring a lunch)
Wednesday 9 am Hikes: Meet at 8:45 am at Parkinson* Contact: Elsie Letkeman 878-2208

Wednesday 9:30 am Ramblers: Contact: Irmgard Ruckheim 868-3351, Shirley Fitzpatrick 860-1576
Weekend Hikes: Saturdays & Sundays. Meet at Parkinson* Times as per schedule.

Contact: Rick Gee 763-0124
* Meet at southeast corner of Parkinson Recreation Centre parking lot (nearest to Harvey and Spall).

YOUNG NATURALISTS CLUB Coordinator: --

OTHER COMMITTEES and KEY CLUB REPRESENTATIVES
Brandt's Creek Marsh Art Hughes-Games 764-4393
Conservation and Forestry °: Alice Hargreaves 769-5812

Ecological Reserves °: Don Guild 768-3334

BC Nature Director >: Fiona Flook 860-9751

Parks and Wildlife Trust °: Hugh Westheuser 769-6605

Maude-Roxby Bird Sanctuary . Bill Emigh 861-3694, Cec Dillabough 862-8254
Mildred Wardlaw Nature Trails Don Wilson 763-8036, Rick Gee 763-0124
Outreach % vacant

Publicity : Doreen Wierenga 765-7410




BIRDING REPORT

On February 14" the weather was suitable to
go up to Philpott Road to see the Chestnut-
backed Chickadees. On the way home a flock
of Clark's Nutcrackers was sighted. February
21% was a bright, cold day. The birds must
have felt Spring in the air as the Red-winged
Blackbirds were singing and two male
Northern Flickers were fanning their tails in
display for a watching female. After our walk
we checked behind the Capital News Centre
where a Trumpeter Swan and a variety of
ducks including a Northern Pintail were using
a tiny bit of open water. The first Killdeer of
the season were running on the far shore. At
Maude Roxby some of us were lucky enough
to have a quick glimpse of a Sora Rail. We
stopped at Cec Dillabough's yard for those
without a Wood Duck on their year list to
correct this problem. The next stop was the
annual birders lunch at Jakx for good food and
a good visit.

On February 28" we headed to the Westside
under clearing skies. The pond on Westlake
Road had Hooded Merganser and both types of
Goldeneye. At Goldie's Pond we found a
flock of Pine Siskins. March 6™ was a bright
day that started well with Killdeer at the
parking lot. At the Capital News Centre there
were three Trumpeter Swans -- an adult and
two juveniles. There were Ring-necked
Pheasants visible across the pond. We went
to Robert Lake where we found a Eurasian
Widgeon, Pintail and Barrow's Goldeneye.
Two pair of Red-tailed Hawks were swooping
about and showing their legs in courting
displays.

A large group gathered to head south on
March 8. We saw a Say’s Phoebe and
White-breasted Nuthatch on White Lake
Road. Western and Mountain Bluebirds as
well as Western Meadowlarks were in the
Grasslands near the radio telescope.
Dippers were still at Okanagan Falls. Our
lunch break at Vaseaux Cliffs was enlivened
by a Golden Eagle and Violet-green
Swallows. Our last destination at Road 22

added Tree Swallows, a male and female
Northern Harrier, a Northern Shrike and the
song of a Marsh Wren.

They are one of the birds that mark the coming
of spring in our area. They are a symbol of
happiness. In early March two species of
Bluebird -- the Mountain and the Western
arrive in our area. After nearly loosing a
battle

for nesting cavities with the prolific Starlings
they are coming back with the help of
volunteers who care for bluebird trails of nest
boxes designed with entrance holes too small
for the Starlings.

The Western Bluebird is a brilliant electric
blue. His mate is more subtle with soft grey
breast, head and back with blue flight
feathers. They live in open areas such as
mountain meadows, open ranges, sagebrush
country and open coniferous forests. They
raise two broods of four to eight a year in
cavities or nest boxes. They are insect eaters
and are known to hunt for insects.

The male Mountain Bluebird has an indigo
back and head with a rufous breast. The
female has s blue-grey back and head with a
rufous tinge to the breast. They prefer to live in
forest edges and in open woods. They nest in
cavities or boxes raising two or three broods of
three to eight a year. They are mainly insect
eaters, but will visit feeders for treats such as
raisins, berries or mealworms.

-- Margaret Bryan.

BOTANY BEGINS

On Fri., April 4 at the usual time of 9:30 a.m.
meeting at the Parkinson Rec. Centre parking
lot. Bring a lunch and sturdy footwear.
Flowers are springing up everywhere. For
more information call Peter Green, 765-1737.



APM Terminals North America
6000 Carnegie Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28209 USA

Dear Sirs,
Re: Deltaport Terminal 2 proposal

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) is a pneial organization with fifty member clubs locatiioughout British Columbia,
Canada, dedicated to the knowledge and conservatioature. We wish to convey to you our deep comewith the proposed
Roberts Bank Deltaport Terminal 2 proposal and@sltonnected infrastructure (new highways, rai$, rail yards, container storage
space). These developments would have extremedyailielus effects on the ecosystem of the FrasearRistuary.

The Fraser River estuary is the top Important Biréa out of 597 sites in Canada, for globally aatianally significant numbers and
diversity of birds using the site. The estuary sienprises Boundary Bay, Roberts Bank and Stur@sork and Deltaport lies right in
the middle of the identified area. The ImportanidBArea science-based criteria are set by Birdlrfernational and have been
adopted by more than 100 countries around the wdHd migratory birds using Roberts Bank includéerfawl and shorebirds on
the Pacific Flyway that visit countries from Rusig&South America on their migration routes. Th@inservation is an international
responsibility. Loss of habitat and disturbancepbyt development at Roberts Bank is already haamgnpact on their habitat, and
the proposed Terminal 2 would cause even moremtismu For more about the Important Bird Area peogrsee www.ibacanada.ca.

The Fraser River estuary, including Roberts Basik|so a hemispherically-significant Western Hetmésc Shorebird Reserve site
(WHSRN). The sand flats of the Bank are vitally orant habitat for species such as Western Sangpipast Sandpiper and
Dunlin. Up to 1.5 million Western Sandpiper havef&nown to feed here at one time .

The Fraser River estuary meets and exceeds teei@fior designation as a Ramsar Site, or Wetldndternational Importance
especially for Waterfowl, under the Ramsar Conwemto far. only the Alaksen National Wildlife Arefithe estuary has been so
designated, but Environment Canada identified thelevestuary as exceeding the criteria for designdtty 60fold for shorebirds
and 30-fold for waterfowl. Wintering ducks, geesel awans are abundant on the intertidal areasn#inehes and the adjacent
uplands. All these habitats will be affected by pheposed Terminal 2 development. The upland asmactively farmed and the
proposed infrastructure development, such as nglways, rail lines and container storage areasnweike agriculture an
increasingly unsustainable activity for the arelaiswill result in the loss of important food grawi ability as well as cumulative
wildlife habitat losses, as this farmland is usgdlbcks of Trumpeter Swans, Snow Geese, MallamgAcan Widgeon and other
waterfowl, and also by raptors such as Short-e@ngtj Northern Harrier, Bald Eagle and Peregrinecéal

In addition to the very important bird habitat vediof the estuary, this part of the Strait of Geoiga vital fish and marine mammal
habitat. Seven species of Pacific salmon migratautih the estuary as they return to their spawgiognds up the Fraser River.
These salmon are an essential resource for theN&t®ons people who have relied on them for 10,¢84rs. The salmon are also the
basis of an important commercial fishery in thed#fl Canada. Other key fish using this area includachon, another essential First
Nation resource, endangered white sturgeon, raengsturgeon, Pacific herring and surf smelt, tsshof marine food chains.
Marine mammals using the area include southerdeaskiller whales, which are on the endangereddisboth US and Canada,
grey whales, harbor and Dall's porpoises and $tedle lions.

Shipping lanes pass through waters used by thesaemaammals and increased shipping carries witheitrisk of more collisions,
more noise disruption, and more oil spills. Thephig lanes pass close to the southern Gulf Islaomks of the most scenic National
Park reserves in the whole country, and an ecab{gevel on the west coast. While the narrow sowardspasses through the islands
are not directly used by deep sea ships, theinénfte can be felt in the swells that travel upehesaters. This swell can be felt when
in a kayak, even when no ship is in sight. Incrdasave action of this kind increases erosion andaiestrates how any pollution

spill would be carried far beyond the source area.

As a major user of the Deltaport Terminal, we aildrsg APM Terminals to reconsider any support yaymave given to this
proposed expansion. Please use your influenceytbl®@ato Terminal 2.

Thank you.
Anne Murray

Conservation Chair,
BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)



BIRD ATLAS

The British Columbia Breeding Bird Atlas is just
beginning and every birder in the province has
great reason to be excited. |1 am one of 41 regional
coordinators for the project. | am overseeing the
Central Okanagan Region.

First, a little bit of information about atlases. What
are they, you say? A breeding bird atlas is
generally a 5 year survey across a large
geographic area for breeding evidence of birds.
The information gathered will be used to publish
‘the’ document on breeding birds in BC. Scientists
and governments will use this publication to make
important decisions about bird habitat and
management in the future. The atlas project is then
designed to be completed again in 20 years to
document changes.

Here in BC we have divided the province into 100
large 100 by 100 km squares. Inside these are 100
smaller 10 by 10 km squares. For the entire
province there are somewhere around 10,300
smaller squares. The idea is to get into as many of
these squares as possible within five years and
document breeding birds, and their abundance.

In the Central Okanagan | am coordinating approx
50 smaller squares which we need to cover over 5
years. | have just come back from the Atlas
Launch Party in Tsawwassen where hundreds of
people gathered to celebrate the beginning of this
project. | spent 8 hours in workshops learning how
to instruct you, the volunteers, on how to survey
squares.

Now all I need to do is gather an army of willing
birders! Anyone can participate in the project. You
simply need to observe and report breeding activity.
Once | get a general idea of how many will be
helping with this project I'll set up a gathering where
we can locally ‘launch’ the project and get everyone
up to speed.

Websites: www.birdatlas.bc.ca
Draft Page of the BC Map http://www.bsc-
eoc.org/website/bcatlas/viewer.htm

| look forward to hearing back from many of you!

Chris Charlesworth
Central Okanagan Valley Regional Coordinator
BC Breeding Bird Atlas

WILDERNESS FIRST AID COURSE

The Nordic Cross-Country Ski Club is organizing a
Wilderness first aid course in conjunction with Jim
Ongena on Saturday, July 5, 2008, from 9:00

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the EECO Centre in Mission
Creek Regional Park. Space is limited so register
early.

This one day course is designed for hikers, skiers,
snowshoers, kayakers, climbers, and anyone who
recreates or works in the outdoors. Learn how to
gain skills and confidence in handling traumatic
injuries and medical emergencies in the outdoors.
Instruction will involve learning how to handle soft
tissue injuries, patient moving, basic CPR,
hypothermia, fractures, concussion,
unconsciousness, dehydration, hypothermia and
more.

The cost for the course is $100. and includes taxes
and course material.

Jim taught his first wilderness first aid course in
1982. He holds a Masters degree in outdoor
education from the University of Calgary and has
taught outdoor education courses in Montreal,
Ottawa and in the Okanagan. Jim is also a certified
world wide climbing guide. Visit his website for
more information www.corporateheights.ca/quiding

To register in this one time offer contact Jim
Ongena at (250) 486-7166 or email
jim@corporateheights.ca

If you would like more information please call
Alice 769-5812.

REGULAR MEETING
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Minutes of the Central Okanagan Naturalists’ Club
Regular Meeting held at the Evangel Church
Tuesday, March 11, 2007

Meeting was called to order at 8:50 p.m. by President
Don Guild.

Adoption of Minutes: moved by Cec Dillabough,
seconded by Margaret Bryan that the minutes of the
following 2 regular meetings and 1 special meeting all
be adopted as presented:

1. Minutes of the general meeting on 11 Decembe
2007 (in February 2008 Newsletter)

2. Minutes of the general meeting on 8 January
2008 (in March 2008 Newsletter).

3. Minutes of a special meeting for a resolution to
preserve all of parcels #23 and 24 in the
Glenmore Highlands (owned by the City of
Kelowna) as presented on February 12, banque
evening, was read out by Don Guild. Motion
carried for all 3 meetings.

President Don Guild thanked members who wrote letter
or attended the recent City Council meeting regarding
the proposed Heliport at 1060 Manhattan Drive. Don
reported that the Kelowna City Council will notify
Transport Canada that they are withdrawing their letter
of non-opposition to the development of a heliport and
will send a letter of non-support of the proposal by Ted
Callahan of Argus Properties Ltd.

Treasurer's Report: Bob Fulton reported that Dick
Scott, auditor of our books for 2007, had reviewed our
finances and has found the financial statements presen
fairly the Club’s financial position at 31 December 2007
Bob moved approval of his report, seconded Art
Hughes-Games. Carried.

Previous Business:

1. Okanagan Valley Bird Trail Map Project. Bob
Handfield reports that $7,500 is already
committed. In addition, $1,000 from Vortex
Canada and $1,500 from Fortis BC has been
promised. CONC is applying to the Central
Okanagan Foundation for $2,500.

2. Spring Camp cancelled — not enough interest.
3. Okanagan Cooperative Conservation Program
had a meeting in Winfield and Don Guild

attended.

New Business:
1. Committee Reports:
a. Conservation: Alice Hargreaves has

()

[

reported in newsletter.

b. Birding: Lesley Robertson reported
swallows are back.

c. Membership: Peggy Emigh welcomed 3
new members.

d. Program: Fiona Flook announced the
speaker for March meeting will be Gary
Davidson who will give a talk on
Australian birds.

e. Hiking: Rick Gee gave out information
about the summer trip to Kananaskis.

f. Hostess: Shirley Fitzpatrick requested
sign-ups for goodies.

2. A letter will be sent regarding concerns for the
welfare of mountain goats with the highway
widening project through Goat Bluffs at
Summerland.

3. George Scotter reported that the petition of
support for the Grasslands National Park had
15,000 signatures and had been presented to
Parliament. He also brought a copy of the paper
Senator Fitzpatrick had sent to all the
households in the proposed Park area. This
paper had generated a lot of support.

Adjournment: moved at 9:20 by Roland Gebauer ,
Margaret Bryan. Carried.

Before the business meeting a very interesting talk was
presented by Dr. Robert Young UBCO entitled Faunal

Responses to Past Environmental Changes. He discussed
some of the theories about what environmental changes
caused the decline of the Ice Age mega-faunal species.

-- Fiona Flook, Acting Secretary.



WEDNESDAY 9 a.m. HIKING SCHEDULE —2008

Hikers meet at the Parkinson Recreation Centre parking lot, southeast corner, nearest to Harvey and Spall. The group
leaves promptly at 9 a.m. Please arrive at least 15 minutes before 9 a.m., otherwise you may not be able to carpool. If
you are hoping to be picked up somewhere other than Parkinson Rec. Centre, you must contact the leader beforehand.

In particular, if you are hoping to be picked up on the Westside, you must contact the leader at least a day in advance.

For example: COO = (Coopers Car Park in Westbank), BART = (Hwy. 97 at Bartley Rd), WL Rd = (Hwy. 97 at Westlake
Rd), WS Rd = (Westside Rd at junction with Old Ferry Wharf Rd).

Carpooling is encouraged for general conservation reasons and because we sometimes must negotiate bad roads or
arrive at places with limited parking. The carpooling rate is 10 cents per kilometre per passenger, paid to the driver at the
end of the trip. The minimum charge is $2 per passenger.

These hikes are rated using a three-character code. Codes for ratings:

ELEVATION GAIN: DISTANCE: SURFACE TYPE OF THE TRAIL:
A = less than 300 m. 1=10kms or less a = good trail

B =300 m. to 600 m. 2 =10 kms to 20 kms b = rough trail

C =600 m. to 1000 m. 3 =20 kms or more ¢ = no trail and/or bushwhacking

In the Okanagan, category ¢ may mean easy walking through open Ponderosa forest. Check with the hike leader.

Hikes often involve some bushwhacking and/or off-trail sections. Bring good waterproofed hiking boots, and be dressed
appropriately for the weather and with regard to the expected terrain conditions. Bring a waterproof day pack with plenty
of drinking water, lunch, rain gear, first aid equipment, and whistle. Remember your carpool money.

If you have questions about a specific hike, please phone the hike leader or call the Hiking Co-coordinator, Elsie
Letkeman (250) 878-2208. Note that hike destinations may change with little notice.

Date Destination Rating Leader Phone
Westside

pick-up
AP 02 Rose Valley Ala Gordon Adey 860-8947 WS Rd
AP 09 Mt. Boucherie Ala Alan Edser 769-6893 WL Rd
AP 16 Jack’s Flats Ala Cec Dillabough 862-8254 COO
AP 23 Mill Creek Ala Don Guild 768-3334
AP 30 Blue Grouse C2c Elsie Letkeman 878-2208 WS Rd
MA 07 Knox Mtn. B2a Alice Hargreaves 769-5812
MA 14 Skaha Bluffs -- Brian Riphagen 768-5520 COO
MA 21 TBA -- Brian Riphagen 768-5520
MA 28 Boulder Trail Bla Roland Gebauer 860-3616
JN04 TBA -- Mike Dakin 768-3475
JN 11 Hayman Mtn. C2atb Clare Cutler 707-1357 BART
JN 18 Pincushion C2a Mike Dakin 768-3475 COO
JN 25 Shannon Woods B2a Clare Cutler 707-1357 BART
JL 02
JL 09 During the hot summer days | (Elsie) often head out at 6:30 or 7 a.m.
JL 16 If you are interested in joining me, call 878-2208.
JL 23 Field Trip Week If you are interested in leading a hike, please give me a call.
JL 30
AU 06
AU 13 Lookout Mtn. B 2 b+c Elsie Letkeman 878-2208 COO
AU 20 George & Long Lakes B2c Elsie Letkeman 878-2208 COO
AU 27 TBA -- Don Guild 768-3334
SE 03 TBA --
SE 10 Bald Range B2a Don Guild 768-3334 WS Rd
SE 17 Mt. Idiot B2c Elsie Letkeman 878-2208 WS Rd
SE 24 Goode’s Basin B2 atc Glen Lockwood 763-0669

(continued next page)



WEDNESDAY 9 a.m. HIKING SCHEDULE -- 2008 (continued)

OC 01 Coyote Ridge A1latc Alice Hargreaves 769-5812
OC 08 Okanagan Mtn. Park -- Elsie Letkeman 878-2208
OC 15 Five Lakes A2a Bill & Peg Emigh 861-3694
OC 22 TBA

OC 29 Wild Horse Canyon B2a Roland Gebauer 860-3616
NO 26 "Pub Hike" (also Mission Creek) Gordon Adey 860-8947
DE 03 "Wiener Roast" at Nordic X-C Gordon Adey 860-8947

Refer to end of Weekend Hiking Schedule for further hiking messages.

REPORT OF REGIONAL DIRECTORS MEETING
February 16 at the EECO Centre

grasslands national park, copies of the Update of the Park FeyaShility were distributed. A socio-economic study

will be done this March with more open houses in the fall. The Shankers Dposal to dam the Similkameen River in
Washington State is of concern. It would flood land into BC, impacting the prbpbBe

Don Guild gave a presentation on Goats Peak. He also informed the directosualotulis response to an application
for a dirt bike route across McDougal Rim , connecting it to the Beak@mea., and also against an application by an ATV
company for tenure on Crown land on watershed above Peachland. A letter fromiuBE€ W be sent to Ministry of
Environment

4 Clubs took copies of the hiking book to show their members

There is a PowerPoint presentation and brochures on Important Bird ¥aéalkla from Nature BC. Clubs are
encouraged to educate themselves and their communities about IBAs ingheifte Shuswap club is involved as caretaker
of the Douglas Plateau IBA and applying to make the Salmon Arm Bay an IBA

breeding bird atlas-club members are encouraged to visit the websitbivdratlas.bc.ca and sign up for an area. The
coordinators will be meeting in Delta on Mar 15.

Vernon by-pass---the Vernon club are very concerned that the proposed route would gothier®adja Vista
grasslands. They are also concerned that vehicle access will betgiugghtKalamalka park

everyone is encouraged to go to the AGM in Penticton

-- submitted by Fiona Flook

NATURE TRUST OF BC -- OKANAGAN RIVER PROJECT

The Nature Trust is working to acquire a 3.7 acre (1.5 hectare) projmrtythe Okanagan River, one of the most endanger
rivers in BC. Channelization of the river in the 1950's shortened it by hdifiaw only 6 kilometresf natural habitat remains.
The river supports one of only two remaining populations of sockeye salmonGoltivebia drainage. Twenty-six additional
species of fish are found in the Okanagan system and together withtloa slaéy provide food for at least 137 other specie:
animals. With the South Okanagan identified as a “hot spot” for speciek,at is critical to conserve this riverside acquisitit
Please help us to raise $87,000 for this property. www.haturetrust.bc.ca









